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in 1963 and his law degree from the University 
of California, Berkeley’s Boalt Hall School of 
Law in 1966. Upon graduation, he served our 
great nation in the United States Marine Corps 
from 1960 to 1967. Judge Wanger established 
his roots in Fresno, California in 1967, where 
he served as deputy district attorney until 
1969. For the next two decades, Judge 
Wanger worked as a first-rate attorney and al-
ways maintained a keen passion for justice. 

He exhibited foresight and leadership when 
he joined Mr. John Loomis and Mr. Dan 
Eymann in founding San Joaquin College of 
Law (SJCL) in 1969. SJCL is a community 
treasure—it has given capable individuals in 
the Valley access to a quality legal education. 
He served as an adjunct professor at SJCL 
from 1970 until 1991 and as Dean from 1980 
until 1983. His tenacity and enthusiasm have 
made him a mentor and leader in the Fresno 
legal community. For years, he has been ad-
mired for his steadfast adherence to the rule 
of law and indisputable commitment to our 
community. 

Judge Wanger has not only been recog-
nized as a scholar of the law, but he has also 
been revered as a man of principle and integ-
rity. In 1991, President George H.W. Bush 
nominated him to the United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of California. He 
was unanimously confirmed by the United 
States Senate. The Eastern District of Cali-
fornia extends from the Oregon border to the 
Tehachapi Mountains. Many of the cases 
Judge Wanger has presided over have in-
volved the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and 
his most notable rulings have been deeply rel-
evant to the San Joaquin Valley’s water and 
environmental issues. 

Judge Wanger and his wife Lorrie Anthony- 
Wanger have five sons and seven grand-
children. Following his retirement, Judge 
Wanger will return to private practice as part-
ner in the new firm of Wanger, Jones & 
Helsley PC. 

It is a great honor to commend my friend, 
Oliver W. Wanger, for his years of service to 
the people of California. We have been lucky 
to have a hard-working legal scholar serve our 
great state for the past two decades. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the service and career of the 
Honorable Oliver W. Wanger. His passion for 
the justice and fervent adherence to the law 
has not only made him a fair and effective 
judge, but also a vibrant asset for our commu-
nity. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 25th anniversary of Cleve-
land’s International Exposition Center (I–X 
Center). The I–X Center hosts 1.5 million visi-
tors annually at various consumer shows and 
community events. 

Cleveland’s I–X Center is one of the largest 
trade show and exhibition centers in the coun-
try. With more than 1.4 million square feet of 

exhibition space, the I–X Center hosts some 
of the country’s largest consumer shows. 
Some of the most popular events include the 
Greater Cleveland Auto Show, Fabulous Food 
Show, International Beer Fest, Great Big 
Home & Garden Expo, Piston Power Show, 
Indoor Amusement Park and Trick or Treat 
Street. 

The Greater Cleveland Auto Show is the 
fifth largest auto show in the country. This fall, 
the I–X Center will host the second annual 
Piston Power Show which showcases piston 
powered cars, aircraft, motorcycles, trucks and 
trailers. The Fabulous Food Show has be-
come one of the leading food shows in the 
country and features a number of Food Net-
work chefs including Bobby Flay, Alton Brown 
and Cleveland’s Michael Symon. Another 
show quickly gaining popularity is the Inter-
national Beer Fest, which, according to the I– 
X Center, was the largest showing and com-
petition of world beers in the Midwest. The I– 
X Center’s own Indoor Amusement Park has 
been running for 22 consecutive years and 
features the world’s largest indoor Ferris 
Wheel. 

Since the I–X Center’s first show in 1985, 
the International Capital Goods Trade Fair, 
they have been reinvesting in the facility to ac-
commodate future shows and guests. The I– 
X Center has already invested more than $75 
million into the venue over the past 25 years 
and plans to invest another $25 million in the 
coming years to upgrade visitor amenities, 
traffic and parking in hopes of doubling their 
annual attendance. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognition of the 25th anniversary of 
Cleveland’s International Exposition Center (I– 
X Center). 
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, in 1990, 
the Clean Air Act Amendments required EPA 
to complete and issue regulations on haz-
ardous air pollutants by 2000. This week, we 
are considering two bills that would delay two 
regulations for at least another six years—with 
no deadline for EPA to complete regulations, 
and giving industry no deadline to comply. My 
amendment will add a finding to H.R. 2681 
that the Clean Air Act required these regula-
tions before 2000, and required the mandated 
emissions reductions to occur by 2003. 

f 

ARISTIDES PEREIRA, A PIONEER 
FOR DEMOCRACY 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
sadly, last month, the world lost a great leader 
in the fight for freedom and democracy. 
Aristides Pereira was the first President of the 
Republic of Cape Verde. His work on behalf of 
the right of all people to self-government 
began more than sixty years ago, when he 

joined in the fight for independence for Cape 
Verde from Portugal. In 1956, he joined 
Amilcar Cabral in founding the African Party 
for the Independence of Guinea and Cape 
Verde (PAIGC) and became General Sec-
retary of the party in 1973. In 1975, the efforts 
of these patriots came to fruition, and after the 
change in regime in Portugal that ushered in 
democracy in that country, Cape Verde be-
came independent. In recognition of his great 
leadership, Aristides Pereira was the first 
President of the Republic of Cape Verde. He 
remained President of Cape Verde until 1991, 
when he was defeated for the office in a multi- 
party election by Antonio Mascarenhas 
Monteiro. 

At that point, Aristides Pereira performed his 
third great service for the cause of the right of 
people to self-governance. His first effort was 
his leading role in the effort to win independ-
ence for his country. Next he served as its first 
President for sixteen years and helped estab-
lish it as an independent nation. Paradoxically, 
his third great service was when he was de-
feated for reelection and accepted the result of 
a democratic process and retired. 

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, there have been too 
few examples of well functioning democracy in 
many of the nations of the world that received 
independence after World War II, and we have 
seen recent sad examples in Africa of presi-
dents refusing to accept the electoral results 
that were unfavorable to them. In many cases, 
those voted out of office after a long period 
were the leaders of independence move-
ments, as was President Pereira. So the con-
trast between him and, for example, Robert 
Mugabe, is a very strong one. Aristides Pe-
reira set a very important example of accept-
ance of democracy, even when its particular 
results were adverse to his own personal 
standing. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, Cape Verde stands as 
a shining example of democracy and of the 
way in which democracy and responsible eco-
nomic development complement each other. 
While Cape Verde was not endowed with 
great natural resources, it has been a success 
story economically as well as politically, refut-
ing those who believe that economic develop-
ment can only come at the expense of demo-
cratic governance. The economic success of 
Cape Verde within this democratic frame-
work—again the precedent set by Aristides 
Pereira—has been recognized by both Repub-
lican and Democratic administrations in the 
U.S. Under President Bush, Cape Verde was 
in the first group of countries to receive fund-
ing under the Millenium Challenge Commis-
sion, and under the Obama administration its 
great economic responsibility has been recog-
nized and it has continued to be one of the 
stars of that program. 

Mr. Speaker, the career of Aristides Pereira 
is an inspiring one. He committed himself 
early in life to the fight for the right of people 
to self-government and remained a leader in 
that fight by his deeds, by his example and by 
his dignified presence in his country for a pe-
riod exceeding sixty years. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the people of Cape 
Verde in mourning the passage of a great 
leader, and in the pride they are entitled to 
take in his career and in the record of full ac-
ceptance of democratic self-government that is 
part of Aristides Pereira’s legacy. 
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